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Hello and welcome 
Amazingly it’s now one year since we began the new style 
newsletter. Looking back over 12 editions it is rewarding to 
see individual successes, the wide variety of photographic 
outings we have enjoyed and how many of you have 
contributed articles, reports and ideas to the newsletter. I 
continue to be grateful for both your enthusiastic support and 
your contributions.

Steph

    Summer BBQ 
You are all cordially invited to a BBQ 

at Polmena House, Lostwithiel (PL22 0LB) 
on Friday 16th August 2019 

commencing at 14:30. 
Food served around 15:30/16:00.

•Cost £7.50 per head
•Please bring your partner if they wish to come along
•Ample parking available
•Beer/Cider & soft drinks available + wine
•Meat from quality butchers

Please email David P on davidgplatt50@gmail.com 
by Tuesday 6th August to confirm yours and your 
partner’s attendance .

Adult Education Sessions 
Our St Austell College “taster” training day was held on 10th 
July and attracted nine participants- excellent!. 

Our tutor,John Satterthwaite originally trained as a scientist, 
then spent many years as a professional photographer 
before moving into education about seven years ago.  

John initially concentrated on the “importance of image 
quality" revisiting some fundamental concepts as well as 
providing several new insights before moving onto portraiture 

� �1

Platform meeting 

The next meeting is on the 
15th August at 2pm 
Theme for sharing photos: 
Urban photography  
Focus activity: Iceland by 
Martin 

Field trips 

• 22nd August - 
Menacuddle Woods with 
Rose 

• 26th September - location 
TBA 
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and lighting, both studio & flash. Finally, we moved to the 
studio where we attempted to put some of our new-found 
knowledge into practice. We found something of a “star” in 
the group who volunteered to be our impromptu model, pouts 
and all!

Following a group discussion, a two-part "follow-up" was 
arranged over two days. The group having grown to eleven 
the first day at Lanhydrock, on 24th July, was spent 
practicing various landscape techniques especially 
panorama, exposure blending (similar to HDR), focus 
stacking and perspective blending (I get a bit “sketchy” here!) 
to be followed by the final session on 31st July when we will 
learn to “post-process” these images in Photoshop.  All 
fascinating stuff!

Amazingly, the "Adult Community Education” initiative fully 
funded all these activities. Although the budget year ends on 
31st July I’m hopeful that some form of ongoing funding will 
be available for subsidised workshops. I believe there is the 
potential for a rewarding relationship with the College.

David

Report of the Platform 
meeting held Thursday 18th 
July 2019 
Lynda welcomed twelve members to a meeting filled with 
discussion and photos. 

Jasmina described her photographic journey towards the 
RPS Licentiate award. She shared her successful panel with 
us and emphasised that most of the images were taken 
because she enjoys capturing interesting moments.

The “flowers from different angles” images showed variety 
and creativity along with some clever titles. A number of 
images illustrated focus stacking. This is when multiple 
images, with different focal distances, are combined, some 
done automatically in camera and some manually in post 
production.

We discussed possible workshops for 2020 including June 
flowers on the Somerset Levels with Victoria Hillman, 
Lethytep with David Chapman and insects with Ross 
Hoddinott.

Lindsay introduced the idea of another exhibition and the link 
to a survey to gauge interest in holding one follows this 
report.

David P briefed the meeting on the successful workshop held 
under the auspices of St Austell College, Adult Education. He 
explained the next steps and possible future developments.

Steph
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RPS Group 

We meet on the the second 
Monday of each month in the 
Platform to share pictures. In 
August we are going to start 
exploring International 
Photographic Saloons. These 
are exhibitions where amateur 
and professional 
photographers may exhibit 
their images and win awards. 

The next meeting is on 
Monday 12th August at 6pm 
just come along and see what 
it’s all about. 

Workshops 

• 4th October Exmoor with 
Ross Hoddinott - one space 
available 

Please contact Lindsay if you 
would like to fill a vacancy on 
a workshop or be a reserve. 

A reserve has first refusal if a 
workshop place becomes 
available, but doesn’t need to 
keep the date free. 
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Shall we have an Exhibition 
in 2019? 
One and all please click here and complete a short survey to 

see if an exhibition is feasible. 

Photographers who inspire 
us - Jane Bown 
On the recent Adult Education workshop we spent the 
afternoon focusing on portraiture and were introduced to a 
renowned photographer, some of you may already know, 
Jane Bown (1925-2014).

In photography we are often seduced by the latest piece of kit 
and the need to have bulging camera bags but, Jane Bown 
worked primarily in black and white and preferred to use 
available light and 35mm film. Until the early 1960s, she 
worked primarily with a Rolleiflex camera. Later, she used a 
35mm Pentax SLR, before settling on the Olympus OM-1 
camera, often using an 85mm lens. She worked for the 
Observer newspaper from 1949 photographing hundreds of 
subjects including her definitive portrait of the playwright 

Samuel Becket, glaring like a caged eagle, whom she 
cornered in an alley beside the Royal Court theatre as he 
tried to make his escape. 

Photographer and former Observer picture editor Eamon 
McCabe said: “Nobody has taken so many wonderful 
photographs of so many great faces, with such little fuss as 
Jane Bown. She was a reluctant star, hating the attention of 
being well known herself.”
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Needs and Talent: 
self-help group 

David’s contact detail: 
davidgplatt50@gmail.com 

Sharing our pictures 
more widely… 

At our last Platform meeting 
the idea of using the bi-
monthly U3A Open Meeting 
to showcase our photographs 
was discussed. It has now 
been suggested that we could 
display a slideshow of our 
images before the speaker 
every two months and include 
an invitation to join our Group. 
Martin has kindly agreed to 
collect the image files from 
everybody via email and 
group them into one 
slideshow every two months. 
More information will follow at 
the next Platform meeting 

mailto:davidgplatt50@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScX7UUCooBXv6t1bd78KJD8bqa9z9EOaoyLmumCdyxFk7_R5g/viewform?usp=pp_url
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/jane-bown
mailto:davidgplatt50@gmail.com
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Field trip to Plymouth on 
25th July 

The train took the strain of the travel despite some hot 

weather rail disruption. The day was bright and sunny and 

the city was alive with people enjoying the weather. There 
was everything from dressed up bears, preachers on 

podiums, merry-go-rounds as well as skateboarders, 

swimmers and day trippers. No shortage of subjects to 

photograph!

Lunch was at The Terrace on the Hoe where there was a 

great salad selection and stunning views over the Sound

Words and picture by Jasmina

A selection of local events with 
photographic opportunities in August 2019
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Top tip

When taking panoramas 
overlap each image by about 
20%. 
Advice from John Satterthwaite 
on Adult Education workshop 

Spot the deliberate 
mistake 

No prizes just satisfaction!

27th to 2nd 
August

Charlestown Regatta

3rd and 4th 
August

Grass Track Racing (Mid Cornwall 
Premier Motorcyle Club) Roche

3rd and 4th 
August

Lostwithiel Hill Climb - Restormel Road 
Lostwithiel

9th to 18th 
August

Falmouth Sailing Regatta

12th August Tregony Heavy Horse Show and Vintage 
Fayre

18th to 24th 
August

Fowey Regatta and Carnival Week 
(Fireworks and Red Arrows)

Great Trethew Vintage Rally - Nr Looe


	Platform meeting
	Field trips
	Hello and welcome
	Summer BBQ
	Adult Education Sessions
	RPS Group
	Workshops
	Report of the Platform meeting held Thursday 18th July 2019
	Needs and Talent: self-help group
	Sharing our pictures more widely…
	Shall we have an Exhibition in 2019?
	Photographers who inspire us - Jane Bown
	Top tip
	Spot the deliberate mistake
	Field trip to Plymouth on 25th July
	A selection of local events with photographic opportunities in August 2019

