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STOP PRESS! 
There is still time to be part of  “The 

Photographers Eye 2019” - 
Photography Group Exhibition 

The good news is that there was a sufficiently large 
and positive response to the survey that the Platform 
meeting decided to go forward with plans to hold an 
exhibition of our photographs in November/December 
this year at a new venue, the Shire Hall, Bodmin.

More good news is that the planning group, that met a 
week later, are committed to encouraging as many 
members as possible to participate in the exhibition. 
This means making it as affordable as we can.

To reduce costs:
1.A maximum of 4 pictures for display on walls can be 
mounted or framed.
2.Mounted pictures should be with a full backing card, 
to a maximum size of 400mm x 500mm (approx. cost 
£3.70 at Stable Art)

3.You may use any frame to suit any or all of your 4 
pictures (maximum size 508mm x 406mm). Using a 
standard framing service this can cost be between £15 
and £19 per picture. 
4.We will also display an additional 10 of your pictures, 
mixed with others in cradles, and these will need to be 
mounted and protected by poly bags (approx. cost £5 
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Platform meeting 

The next meeting is on the 
19th September at 2pm 
Theme for sharing pictures: 
Wood 
Activity: Talk on Provence, 
France by Lindsay 

Field trips 

• 28th September  - TBC 
• 31st October - Around 

Lostwithiel 
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for 10 bags to fit 500mm x 400mm mounts)
5.No cards, just pictures.

We all have photographs that other people would enjoy 
viewing from natural history with Whales diving and 
birds flying to amazing flowers as well as Portuguese, 
Icelandic and Scottish landscapes. Not forgetting street 
scenes and views of our own fabulous Cornwall.
If you didn’t complete the survey and want to be part 
of this exciting event please email Lindsay at  
lindsayjsouthgate@gmail.com by the 5th September 
and you will be sent fuller details.

GO ON JUST DO IT!

Report of the Platform 
meeting held Thursday 15th 
August 
Workshops for 2020 were discussed. At least five 
members are interested in a Victoria Hillman workshop 
this time focussing on flowers, again on the Somerset 
Levels. And the same number showed an interest in a 
workshop with Ross Hoddinott on the Upton Towans 
again in June/July. Lindsay explained that Ross would 
prefer to limit numbers so as to disturb the wildlife as 
little as possible.  David Chapman is semi-retired and 
so is not currently running workshops. He suggests that 
we make use of the Lethytep open days. Jasmina will 
inform the group of best dates for butterflies and other 
insects around end of May and into June next year.
Lindsay presented the outcomes of the exhibition 
survey.
The meeting decided:
1.To go a head with the exhibition because there were 
17 responses from 31 members, with 13 interested in 
exhibiting and 11 offers to help organise and/or steward.
2.That the Shire Hall, Bodmin should be booked 
because it is a good space, already set up for 
exhibitions, there is no need for constant stewarding 
and it is relatively cheap.
3.A planning meeting for interested members to be held 
on Thursday 22nd at 2.30 pm in the Platform room.
Lindsay also explained that there are some funds 
available from our meeting contributions to cover some 
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RPS Group 

We meet on the the second 
Monday of each month in the 
Platform to share pictures we 
hope to submit for RPS 
distinctions.  

We have also started to explore 
showing our images to wider 
audiences such as salons. 

In September we are going to 
look at successful panels for 
ARPS distinctions as well.  

The next meeting is on 
Monday 9th September at 
6pm just come along and see 
what it’s all about. 

Workshops 

• 4th October Exmoor with 
Ross Hoddinott - full 

Workshops for 2020 

• 4th June 2020 Flowers on 
the Somerset Levels with 
Victoria Hillman 

• 22nd June Butterflies on 
Upton Towans with Ross 
Hoddinott 

NB these workshops are not yet 
taking bookings 

mailto:lindsayjsouthgate@gmail.com
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of the costs of holding the exhibition.
We went on to talk about how to organise a slide show 
of our pictures at the bi-monthly U3A General Meetings. 
Martin is happy to gather all pictures together and put 
them into a continuous loop sequence to be shown 
before the start of the meetings in the church rooms.

Wood was agreed as the topic for sharing pictures at the  
September 19th meeting.

Martin’s talk and picture show about his sea odyssey to 
Iceland was very well received.

A wide variety of interesting urban theme images were 
shown including scenes of Vancouver and New York.

Lastly, at the end of a full meeting future field trips were 
discussed. Tintagel and the new bridge for September 
and a guided tour around Lostwithiel in October were 
the favourite suggestions.

Menacuddle Woods field 
trip on 22nd August 
Hi all, I think the trip to Menacuddle Woods went very 
well. There were seven of us in total and the weather 
was perfect for taking pictures. The waterfall added 
drama to the scene and was a popular subject for our 

compositions. The twisted formations of the old 
rhododendron trees were wonderful too.  The pond was 
looking great with a few waterlilies coming into flower.  
At first it seemed as though there were no dragonflies, 
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Top tip 

During the late Summer and early 
Autumn days we spend a lot of 
time out of doors especially on 
the coast. Now that the days are 
beginning to draw-in it’s easier to 
wait for sunset and use the 
glorious light of the golden hour 
to make out pictures “pop”. 

Raining! No reason to 
cancel a BBQ ! 

It might have been the wettest 
day of the summer, but no rain 
could dampen the spirits of all at 
the BBQ at David’s place. 

Thank you David for welcoming 
us into your home and standing 
in the cold and probably 
draughty garage cooking a feast 
of meats. And thank you to your 
wife, Charlayne, for the delicious 
roulade.  We hope you had time 
to recover from the event during 
the evening! 
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but some sharp eyes spied one that had just 
metamorphosed from a nymph and was drying on a plant 
stem, just above the water surface. I got a feeling that 
people will go back to the woods again even if it’s to sit in 
the Celtic Chair.
Words and picture by Rose

Training for group members 
Besides a host of varied activities- field trips; days with 
professionals etc, over the last year other forms of training 
have now been established. These include successful 
individual and group workshops, self-help groups and 
sessions at St Austell College.

To continue this success I promised to run another “Needs 
& Talents” survey this summer to inform the direction of 
future training and development. This is now your 
opportunity to feedback on the training you’ve received so 
far and help plan the future so please take a few 
moments to complete the survey by clicking here by 
the 30th of September 2019.

Completion of the survey helps to ensure that you are 
being provided with the development opportunities that you 
want including the chance to pass on your own knowledge 
and skills by helping others.

David P

A selection of local events with 
photographic opportunities in 

Autumn 2019 
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Needs & Talent: self-
help group 

David’s contact detail: 
davidgplatt50@gmail.com 

The value of formal 
learning 

This is a point to ponder and 
encouragement to complete the 
survey! 

“Concentrate on using the 
equipment you have rather than 
hankering over that next great 
thing. Get yourself on a training 
course, something you enjoy, with 
an experienced professional. You 
stand to pick up more tips in a 
day than you would in months or 
even years of going it alone from 
the start.” 

James Wright writing a 
“Timeless Tip” in the July issue of 
Practical Photography magazine. 

7th and 8th 
September

Lanlivery Vintage Rally and Country Fair 

20th to 22nd 
September

Looe Live - Music Festival

6th October Grass Track Racing (Mid Cornwall Premier 
Motorcyle Club), Roche

Thanks to Jane P

mailto:davidgplatt50@gmail.com
mailto:davidgplatt50@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/mQPAFxRPpZyA2UeD7
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