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Oops, I did it again! 
Correction to the dates published last month.

Please note the date for the October field trip, “Around 
Lostwithiel” is Thursday the 24th October.

“The Photographers Eye 
2019” - Exhibition Update 
A big thank you to all who have responded so 
magnificently to the exhibition deadlines. There are 19 
members entering the exhibition with 74 thumbnails of 
images for display submitted. As “Strictly” fans would say 
fab-u-lous!
The organising group are now hard at work on the layout 
of the exhibition, posters, banner and catalogue. You now 
need to be printing, mounting and if appropriate framing 
your pictures. Bitter experience says, “DON’T LEAVE IT 
TO THE LAST MINUTE.”

Report of the Platform 
meeting held Thursday 19th 
September 
Listening to the discussion and talk of the 10 group 
members at the Platform meeting I was struck, once 
again, on how supportive and encouraging the group is. 
We share our pictures and discuss photography in non-
judgemental way that boosts confidence.
We had a number of updates during the meeting:
•David reminded us about the Needs and Talents survey. 
He encouraged us to complete it as last year’s survey had 
successfully introduced our own Photoshop and 
Lightroom training as well as making links with the 
resources of St Austell College. The link to the survey is at 
the end of the newsletter.
•The showing of images at the U3A General Open 

� �1

Platform meeting 

The next meeting is on the 
17th October at 2pm 
Theme for sharing pictures: 
Bridges 
Activity: Talk on Italy by Heidi 

Field trips 

• 24th October - Around 
Lostwithiel 

• 11th December Christmas 
Lights in Padstow 

RPS Group 

We meet on the the second 
Monday of each month in the 
Platform to share pictures we 
hope to submit for RPS 
distinctions.  

We have also started to 
explore showing our images 
to wider audiences such as 
salons as well as looking at 
how we print our images. 

The next meeting is on 
Monday 14th October at 
6pm just come along and see 
what it’s all about. 

IN FOCUS 
 Newsletter of the Lostwithiel U3A Photography Group
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Meeting was successful. There was a lovely selection of our 
pictures shown on a rolling programme. The positive 
response means we will keep the experiment going and 
Martin plans a little tweaking for next time.
•We discussed the programme of meeting and activities 
until the end of the year: The November and December 
field trips are being combined into a Christmas Lights and 
Supper outing to Padstow on Wednesday 11th 
December.
•There is no Platform meeting in December.
•The 21st November Platform meeting will focus on 
planning next year. Just names against dates would be a 
pleasing start, although ideas will be welcome!
Lindsay gave an informative talk on her 3 days taking 
photographs of the lavender fields on the Plateau de 
Valensole, Provence. Her stunningly beautiful images 
support her message regarding the over use of iconic views 
and how it is important we respect the environment.
The pictures of wood shown were wonderfully quirky.
Marion gave information about our next field trip to the 
Tintagel Area. 

Tintagel Area field trip on 
26th September 
Whichever weather gods look after us they are the best! 
We met up on the cliff tops near Tintagel on a bright, 
blustery day after what had been a fairly wet week. Within 
just a few hundred yards of the car park we reached several 
options of viewpoints towards the new bridge at the 
castle. The waves were crashing against the rocks and the 
sun was playing in and out of the clouds meaning we had 
some spectacular light to capture. 
The 
strong 
winds did 
make it 
tricky to 
keep our 
shots 
sharp but 
the 
combined 
brains of 
all of us 
came up 
with a few tricks and tips to help out - counter intuitively 
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Workshops 

• 4th October Exmoor with 
Ross Hoddinott - full 

Workshops for 2020 

• 4th June 2020 Flowers on 
the Somerset Levels with 
Victoria Hillman 

• 22nd June Butterflies on 
Upton Towans with Ross 
Hoddinott 

NB these workshops are not yet 
taking bookings 
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we turned our image stabilisation back on, having always 
been taught to switch it off when on a tripod. Slightly 
higher ISO and wider apertures also helped speed up the 
shutter speed to avoid "wind shake”!
Lunch at Tintagel Brewery involved some of the biggest 
pieces of cake EVER seen on a Photography field trip – 
Peter would have been proud of us. After we made our way 

back to the 
Prince of 
Wales 
Quarry and 
Engine 
House. 
Again the 
sky offered 
some lovely 
light to 
photograph 
the building 
surrounded 
by silvery 

slate. Just as we reached the car park to set off home the 
heavens opened, we all quickly jumped in our cars having 
kept dry all day…… how do we stay that lucky?
Words and pictures by Lindsay

The training survey time 
has been extended… 
Besides a host of varied activities- field trips; days with 
professionals etc, over the last year other forms of training 
have now been established. These include successful 
individual and group workshops, self-help groups and 
sessions at St Austell College.
To continue this success I promised to run another “Needs 
& Talents” survey this summer to inform the direction of 
future training and development. This is now your 
opportunity to feedback on the training you’ve received so 
far and help plan the future so please take a few 
moments to complete the survey by clicking here by 
the 30th of October 2019.
Completion of the survey helps to ensure that you are 
being provided with the development opportunities that 
you want including the chance to pass on your own 
knowledge and skills by helping others.
David P
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Top tip 

Failure is the pathway to 
success. 

Take courses to improve skills 

Don’t worry about kit! Look for  
vantage points and where to 
get best image 

Some ideas from a talk by Rob 
Pugh, a Reading & Berkshire 
based wedding photographer. 
Covering weddings In a 
documentary and 
photojournalism style. 

Needs & Talent: self-
help group 

David’s contact detail: 
davidgplatt50@gmail.com 

https://forms.gle/mQPAFxRPpZyA2UeD7
mailto:davidgplatt50@gmail.com
mailto:davidgplatt50@gmail.com
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