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Planning our photography 
activities for next year… 
This year we have had some amazing photographic 
experiences, visited some fascinating places and worked 
with inspiring photographers. At the platform meeting on 
the 21st November it’s the time to start thinking about 
next year and how we continue to grow the success of the 
group. Ideas will be welcome, but more important is a 
willingness to put your name against a date to arrange one 
of our monthly field trips. It really is a case of the more 
the merrier, but if you really can’t attend please email me 
your 2020 ideas stephaniemthomas@btinternet.com 

Exmoor workshop on 4th 
October with Ross 
Hoddinott 
Earlier this month I was lucky enough to join five 
photographers and caddy Maggie for a workshop trip to 
Exmoor. This was to be my first experience of a dawn to 
dusk day out with my camera and the chance to receive 
expert advice from professional photographer, Ross 
Hoddinott. 
Ross, had planned an itinerary to visit five Devon beauty 
spots during the day, all ideal places for me to learn new 
photography skills, weather permitting!
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Platform meeting 

The next meeting is on the 
21st  November at 2pm 
when we will be planning our 
activities for next year. 
Sharing pictures topic - 
Lostwithiel 

There is no Platform 
meeting in December - it’s 
Christmas time! 

The first meeting of 2020 is 
Thursday 16th  January 
when we will be looking at the 
entrants to the Rotary Club’s 
Young Photographer 
Competition 

Field trips 

• 11th December Christmas 
Lights in Padstow 
CANCELLED 

IN FOCUS 
 Newsletter of the Lostwithiel U3A Photography Group

mailto:stephaniemthomas@btinternet.com
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The day started well at Porlock Weir, a fine morning with 
little wind.  Ross had kindly brought along filters for me to 
use with my camera and I soon discovered the art of 
setting up the histogram and adjusting the filters to obtain 
the correct exposure, it was great fun! 

After a fine breakfast the group headed out to The 
Punchbowl in the middle of Exmoor, and so did the wind 
and the rain.  We managed some time at Tarr Steps before 
lunch and onto Watersmeet.
Unfortunately the weather continued to be unkind, but 
didn’t spoil my experience of a fun day out with other mad 
wet photographers.
Words and pictures by Sue H 
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Workshops for 2020 

• 4th June 2020 Flowers on 
the Somerset Levels with 
Victoria Hillman 

• 22nd June Butterflies on 
Upton Towans with Ross 
Hoddinott 

NB these workshops are not yet 
taking bookings 

Car parking grid 
references for the 
places visited on 
Exmoor:

Porlock Weir - SS 864478 

Punchbowl - SS 889389 
(approx) 

Tarr Steps - SS 864319 

Watersmeet - SS 742489 
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Lostwithiel Town  field trip 
on 24th October 
Four members of the group, plus 2 non-members met to 

have a walk around 
the town, with John 
Pegg, a local guide. 
The main theme of 
the walk was looking 
at date stones and 
brickwork to 
determine the age of 
the building, wall or 
pavement.  Although 
several of the group 
live in Lostwithiel and 
have been on local 

walks before, we all admitted that the local history is so 
rich there is always something new to learn, whether it is 
about urinals of the old Royal Talbot or where doorways 
have been blocked in.
Interesting facts include distances of 100 yards, the 
Borough council was responsible for the road 100 yards 
from the bridge, a stone on the western side is still visible.

St Bartholomew’s church has a 
wealth of history, the belfry was the 
way through from North street to 
Fore street, the main body of the 
church was built in a Breton style 
and the tower 100years later. To the 
right of the south door is a 
monument for the market town, 
and during the destruction of  
Henry VIIIth the altar was 
removed from the church and is 
now at the entrance to the South 
porch.

After a very interesting tour we had coffee at Q street, but 
no cake!
The four 
photographers walked 
on to Second Island, 
hoping to see the 
autumn leaves 
especially on the 
beautiful shaped tulip 
trees, but they have 
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Top tip 

"Light is a photographer’s 
language; it’s the key 
ingredient that allows us to 
convey atmosphere, depth, 
and the beauty of scenery” 
Ross Hoddinott  - “How to 
Create Drama and Mood in 
Landscape Photography” 
naturetti.com 

In the same article 
he gives these 
additional tips: 

• Don’t pack up too soon 
after sunset. Often, the 
best colour will appear 
after the sun has 
disappeared. 

• Keep a torch or head-
torch in your camera bag 
to help you safely 
navigate your way to or 
from locations in semi-
darkness. 

• In bad weather, don’t 
give up too easily. All it 
takes is one small break 
in the cloud for the 
conditions to instantly 
improve.     

• Do visit woodland in 
misty weather – images of 
woodland interiors 
shrouded in mist can 
look magical and 
fantastically eerie. 

• Using creatively long 
exposures can add mood 
and a feeling of motion 
to your shots. Long 
exposures can be 
achieved naturally in low-
light. 

http://naturetti.com
https://buy.geni.us/Proxy.ashx?TSID=17394&GR_URL=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.co.uk%2Fs%2Fref%3Das_li_ss_tl%3Fk%3Dhead%2Btorch%26ref%3Dnb_sb_noss_2%26linkCode%3Dll2%26tag%3Dnatt0d-21%26linkId%3Db1d23d1fc651e8c09182aa3bb1c76ac7%26language%3Den_GB
https://buy.geni.us/Proxy.ashx?TSID=17394&GR_URL=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.co.uk%2Fs%2Fref%3Das_li_ss_tl%3Fk%3Dhead%2Btorch%26ref%3Dnb_sb_noss_2%26linkCode%3Dll2%26tag%3Dnatt0d-21%26linkId%3Db1d23d1fc651e8c09182aa3bb1c76ac7%26language%3Den_GB
https://www.naturettl.com/how-to-photograph-woodlands/
https://www.naturettl.com/long-exposure-landscape-photos/
https://www.naturettl.com/long-exposure-landscape-photos/
http://naturetti.com
https://buy.geni.us/Proxy.ashx?TSID=17394&GR_URL=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.co.uk%2Fs%2Fref%3Das_li_ss_tl%3Fk%3Dhead%2Btorch%26ref%3Dnb_sb_noss_2%26linkCode%3Dll2%26tag%3Dnatt0d-21%26linkId%3Db1d23d1fc651e8c09182aa3bb1c76ac7%26language%3Den_GB
https://buy.geni.us/Proxy.ashx?TSID=17394&GR_URL=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.co.uk%2Fs%2Fref%3Das_li_ss_tl%3Fk%3Dhead%2Btorch%26ref%3Dnb_sb_noss_2%26linkCode%3Dll2%26tag%3Dnatt0d-21%26linkId%3Db1d23d1fc651e8c09182aa3bb1c76ac7%26language%3Den_GB
https://www.naturettl.com/how-to-photograph-woodlands/
https://www.naturettl.com/long-exposure-landscape-photos/
https://www.naturettl.com/long-exposure-landscape-photos/
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not reached their full splendour yet. We finished our outing 
with a riverside walk back to the bridge.
Words and pictures by Marion 

Report of the Platform 
meeting held Thursday 17th 
October 
Marion welcomed 12 members to the meeting.

Updates:
•The upcoming exhibition at The Shire Hall, Bodmin was 
discussed and concerns were raised about how to mount the 
pictures, costs and about pricing. To help allay the concerns 
those present were reminded that detailed updates/
instructions  had been emailed to exhibitors and that the 
organising group would answer any queries, helping as much 
as possible.
•Martin suggested that pictures for showing in a rolling 
programme at the beginning of the Open General Meeting 
on the 4th November should be sent to him by the 31st 
October. Let’s build on the success and send lots of our 
pictures to him!
•The meeting was reminded of the hope to at least plan the 
first six months of 2020 at the Platform meeting on the 21st 
November.
•The field trip on the 21st October in Lostwithiel will 
include a guide walk by John Pegg. A donation to the 
museum of £3.50pp is suggested.
•Unfortunately due clashing dates and busy diaries the 
intended field trip to Padstow on the 11th December is 
cancelled. Instead it was suggested that the Dickensian 
Evening on the 12th December in Lostwithiel will provide 
opportunities for street photography and street food.

Heidi gave an amusing and informative talk with picture 
show about her holiday in Italy, particularly Rome and 
Venice.

We shared pictures of bridges. Surprisingly few of the new 
bridge at Tintagel and more of the Tamar bridges at Saltash.

The training survey time has 
been extended… 
Please take a few moments to complete the survey by 
clicking here by the 30th of October 2019. 
David P
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RPS Group 

We meet on the the second 
Monday of each month in the 
Platform to share pictures we 
hope to submit for RPS 
distinctions. 

We have also started to explore 
showing our images to wider 
audiences such as salons as well 
as looking at how we print our 
images.

The next meeting is on 
Monday 13 January 20202 
at 6pm just come along and 
see what it’s all about. 

Needs & Talent: 
self-help group 

David’s contact detail: 
davidgplatt50@gmail.com 

mailto:davidgplatt50@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/mQPAFxRPpZyA2UeD7
mailto:davidgplatt50@gmail.com
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