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Welcome to the first 
newsletter of 2020 
2019 was another successful year for the photography group 
culminating in our wonderful exhibition in the Shire Hall 
Bodmin. The feedback from those who visited the exhibition 
was very positive, and the staff at Shire Hall commented on 
how many people actually came at the time of year - more 
than they would normally expect. All illustrating the wealth of 
talent in our group. 

Now it’s time to look a head to equally exciting photographic 
opportunities in 2020 already posted on the website.

Notes from the Platform 
meeting 
Lindsay welcomed 5 new members and guests to the meeting 
making a total of 12 attending our first meeting of the new 
year.

We completed the routine business first before Nick took us 
through judging the direct entries of the Rotary Club’s Young 
Photographer competition.

Lindsay gave a “wash-up” report for the exhibition. 
Financially the exhibition broke even and the two donations, 
kindly given by members when it seemed as if there would be 
an overspend, will be repaid. Any other learning points may 
be sent to Lindsay.

We agreed:
• To keep showing our photographs at the U3A General Open 
meetings, held every two months, for a while longer.
•The topic for our shared pictures at the next Platform 
meeting is “Weather”. 3 or 4 images please.
•Lindsay will continue to investigate a viable alternative to 
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Platform Meeting 

The next meeting will be on 
Thursday 20th February at 2 
pm. The subject for our 
photographs is Weather and 
Steph will share her Hebridean 
images. 
Chair is Heidi 

Field Trips 

Forthcoming trips are:  

• Thursday 27th February to 
Snowdrops and other 
flowers at Lanhydrock - 
Steph 

• Thursday 26th March to 
Charlestown - Jasmina 

Workshops 

Looking forward to coming 
year we already have Victoria 
Hillman and Ross Hoddinott 
booked for June.
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Flickr e.g. Dropbox, Instagram, Facebook.
The meeting then, ably guided by Nick, considered the 
relative merits of the photographs submitted to the Rotary 
Club competition titled “Through My Eyes”.  Once again the 
creativity and photographic skill of the young photographers 
was inspiring.

Field Trip to Davidstow 
Moor and the Roughtor 
starling murmuration 
Three intrepid photographers met on Davidstow airfield and 
later went on to watch the starling murmurations close to the 
Roughtor Farm. 

Initially we had spent time photographing the derelict control 
tower and its reflection in a small pool on the airfield before 

we left to try to 
catch some of 
the wonderful 
murmuration 
patterns. a sight 
not to be missed 
missed. 

The dull, grey 
afternoon had 
merged into 
dusk when small 

groups of birds started appearing. The trickle of groups 
became more and more and bigger and bigger. 

Large flocks of 
starlings 
emerged, 
seemingly out of 
nowhere, joining 
together to give 
us their 
wonderful show. 

The chattering 
and whooshing of wingbeats mixed with the oohs and ahas of 
the people watching. After about half an hour, it seemed to be 
time to roost and the birds dropped into the pine trees, the 
sky became empty and the silence returned.

A truly memorable afternoon.

Report and photographs by Jenny
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Photography Extra 
Meetings 

If you’d like to look at your 
photographs in a little more 
detail than we do at Platform then 
this is the meeting for you. On 
the second Monday of each 
month in the Platform we talk 
about technical aspects of 
photography, composition and 
printing  as well as putting 
together a panel for a RPS 
distinction. 

The next meeting will be on 
Monday 10th February at 6 pm. 
in the Platform when we’ll be 
looking at the use of leading lines 
in composition. 

Top tip for Snowdrop 
Photography 

The most important tip, get down 
as low as you possibly can and if 
possible right to eye level or 
below with the flower. 
By getting low you can achieve 
some wonderful perspectives 
and insight into their little world. 
Please be careful that you don’t 
destroy the habitat or any 
flowers. 

Victoria Hillman


	Platform Meeting
	Field Trips
	Workshops
	Welcome to the first newsletter of 2020
	Notes from the Platform meeting
	Photography Extra Meetings
	Top tip for Snowdrop Photography
	Field Trip to Davidstow Moor and the Roughtor starling murmuration

