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I n the last issue Jenni told the story of her 
successful image taken at Bude Sea Pool. In this 
issue we develop the theme of interesting and 

successful images with Kathryn telling us about her 
successful panel presented for a Royal Photographic 
Society (RPS) Licentiate distinction.

A  little background first for those of us who are 
unfamiliar with the RPS distinctions. 

The RPS offers three levels of distinction; 
Licentiate, Associate & Fellowship. it is recommended that 
you apply for the Licentiate first. For the Licentiate, 
applicants must show (among other criteria) a variety of 
approach and techniques, but not necessarily in subject 
matter. It's demanding but achievable for most dedicated 

photographers. It will require you to submit 10 images 
which reflect your ability as a photographer. 

W
hen Peter first formed the Photography Group 
one of his objectives was to encourage members 
to achieve RPS distinctions.  And several of us 

have!
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Checkout the website! 

New images weekly on the … 

Gallery 

Wildlife Blog 

Virtual travel 

Staying local 

PLEASE CONTRIBUTE 

Email addresses for 
images 

stephaniemthomas@btinternet.com 

lindsayjsouthgate@gmail.com 

Remember… 

All meetings, field trips and 
workshops are cancelled during 
social isolation 
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The story of a successful 
Licentiate RPS panel… 

I  was invited to contribute to the first online 
magazine of the DIGroup, “Accolade”. (The Digital 
Imaging Group is a Special Interest Group of the 

RPS.) I took up the challenge despite being a reluctant 
computer user.  I thought this would teach me a few new 
skills - and it did.  
Accolade was to provide readers and prospective DIG 
members with a balanced section of success stories, a cross 
section of Fellow, Associate or Licentiate levels in the 
different categories.
I was asked to write about how I submitted my panel and 
how I had prepared for the LRPS.  What follows is the 
article that was published…

I  like to be out and about capturing the goings on in 
the world.  I started with the photograph of Tina 
and her horse which was very striking and gave a 

great first picture for the panel. I also had a dark, moody 
picture of the ‘Salt Ladies’ taken in Vietnam that I wanted to 
use.  This meant I had to work hard to combine and place 
the strong colours and the silhouette.  Taking constructive 
criticism but staying true to my own style was very 
important.  I had seen other panels, discussed the ideas of 

what contributed to a good 
panel and attended advisory 
days as an observer.  Playing 
with the panel for a long time 
before attending a local 
Advisory Day for my own.  I 
was happy with the feedback 
and able to set about altering 
and replacing photos until I 
was eventually happy to 
submit this panel. I was 
delighted I was successful.  
My favourite image is Tina 
with her horse Buddy.  He 
seems to smile as she tickles 

him and this evokes more 
smiles from the viewers.  Post processing required removal 
of a fly on her arm and adjustments to shadows and 
highlights (on her cheek that only the Advisory Board had 
seen).
One of the photos that ‘got away’ was a picture of beach 
runners taking part in a triathlon.  I loved the composition 
and the colours but Peter Bland (FRPS) advised me that the 
blurry rain MAY give cause for concern at LRPS level - so I 
didn’t risk it - I removed and replaced it.                  Kathryn
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Many of us are using our phones to 
capture pictures when we’re out 
exercising so here are… 

Tips when using you 
phone camera 

Tip 1: Clean the lens 
Fingerprints and lint can destroy 
even the most beautiful shot and are 
very difficult to retouch. Clean the 
lens with a soft, dry cloth before 
taking pictures. A clean 
handkerchief will do just fine. 
Tip 2: Do not use filters 
When shooting, turn off all filters so 
that you can then edit the raw 
material afterwards. 
Tip 3: Use natural light 
Auto flash often produces unnatural 
exposure. It's better to rely on 
natural sunlight and edit 
underexposed photos (for instance 
by adjusting the brightness and 
contrast). The light source should 
always be located behind the 
photographer. 
Tip 4: Do not use digital zoom 
Digital zooming only changes the 
section of the scene being captured 
and stretches it to full size by 
interpolation. This results in poorer 
image quality. If the subject is too far 
away, then it's better to get closer. 
By the way, some smartphone 
manufacturers now offer zoom 
lenses to get around this problem  
Tip 5: Stay at eye level for 
portraits 
Your model should always be at eye 
level. This also applies if, for 
instance, your counterpart is sitting 
on a chair and you have to kneel 
down. Here's an extra tip: Ask the 
person being photographed to look 
at the edge of the phone above the 
lens - this keeps their eyes open. 

Thanks to Whitewall E-news 
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