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David’s photographic story 
- the early journey 

A s I start to write this it's 5.10am, with the first 
vestiges of light peeking into the windows from a 
blustery, rainy dawn and I’m in a reflective mood.


For many of us, 2020 has meant a lot more introspection 
and I’m hoping that some of this will reflect in my 
photography…still more of that in part 2!

So…my take on photography. What it does for me now 
and what do I hope to achieve in the future.  First...a bit 
about my early “journey”. I was about 13 when I first 
became interested in photography. I was absolutely 
fascinated with the process and, like many teenage boys, 
became quite obsessed with the technical aspects, the 
minutiae of detail which I absorbed sponge-like. Before I 
even had a camera, I subscribed to the Amateur 
Photographer which cost 1s 3d (nearly 15% of my weekly 
paperboy income). However, it wasn’t until a couple of 
years later, when I landed my Saturday job in the cash 
offices at Boots on the original site at Pelham St, 
Nottingham no less, that I could save for a “proper” 
camera from my 30 “bob” fortnightly pay cheque.

I remember proudly going home with my Boots Beirette 

costing £6 19s 6d. It had 
3 shutter speeds 
(1/30-1/125th), fixed lens 
with apertures f2.9 - f22 
and needed a separate 
light meter which cost £2 
12s. This took me 
another few months to 
save up for.  I started 
with B&W film (although, 
yes, colour had been 
invented) because it was 

cheaper and had much more latitude reducing the 
possibility of “disasters”.  I tried a number of different 
manufacturers/films, eventually moved onto colour. Initially 
liking Agfa over Kodak/Ilford because I preferred Agfa's 
rich tones before eventually settling on Fujifilm where, to 
my eye, the colour rendition was much more natural.
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Hello and welcome… 

to the August part 2 edition of 
the newsletter. We are continuing 
the series of articles about our 
member's photograph interests 
as well as highlighting one of the 
professional photographers we 
have worked. 

Zoom Platform 
Meeting 

The next meeting is Thursday 
20th August at 2.00pm 

Theme for photographs to share 
is "Minimal". 

Zoom Photography 
Extra Meeting 

This meeting takes place on the 
first Monday of the month. So the 
7th of September is our next 
meeting. Once again, in pairs, 
we'll choose from and talk about 
our gallery images. 

IN FOCUS 
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In the end I shot colour 
transparencies (again, 
much more forgiving) 
and so became the 
“family photographer” 
recording holidays and 
family events. I 
remember being “into” 
the “rule of thirds”. 
Trying to be creative in 
“framing” my photos.` In 
the 6th form, I was able 
to use the darkroom 
after school and I was 
absolutely fascinated by 
seeing an image 
miraculously materialise 
before my eyes - a truly 
magical experience at 
the time!


When I was 16, I interested my Father, in photography,  
sufficiently to persuade him to “go shares” in buying my 
first SLR, a 
Praktica Nova 
1B which cost 
£28 10s. It 
was worth 
driving to 
Shaftesbury 
Avenue from 
Nottingham 
as the full 
retail price 
was £44 
(good 
research on 
my part in 
Amateur Photographer). I really enjoyed experimenting 
with that camera which had much more versatility (shutter 
speeds from 1/2 to 1/500s!). I left home a couple of years 
later and was repaid my £10 share by my Father, this 
representing my entire wealth at that time.  I used the 
refund to pay my bed-sit deposit in Reading.

Like most of us, my early adult years meant considerably 
stretched finances and it wasn't until about 25 years later 
that I returned to photography.


 David Platt


Ps Those of you under about 55 won’t understand £ s d 
so I can offer “modern” prices if required!


To be continued...
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Adam Burton 

There are some photographers that 
we've worked with many times and 
they have become old friends. 
Others like Adam Burton we have 
only worked with once or twice. 

In June last year six of us travelled to 
North Devon for a sunset and 
sunrise shoot with Adam, a 
landscape photographer and author 
with a detailed knowledge of the 
South-West particularly Devon and 
Cornwall. His books include 
"Photographing Cornwall and 
Devon, including Dartmoor and 
Exmoor". This book gives invaluable 
information, for those of us 
interested in landscape 
photography, on over 70 locations 
across the two counties none of 
which we visited on our workshop. 

Adam is self-taught and so his style 
has developed naturally. He 
emphasises getting the image right 
in-camera so that it is an authentic 
composition requiring little post-
production. He is now a qualified 
drone pilot.  If you follow him on 
Instagram you will have seen his 
drone images from a recent Cornish 
holiday.  

Landscapes  rising through the mist 
are certainly atmospheric. 

Steph   

With my Beirette  
in the family caravan
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