
Edition 9 March 2019

In this edition you will find: 
Dates of meetings, field trips and workshops
Reports about our activities during the month
News and updates

West Cornwall workshop 
on 25th March 2019 
Led by: Ross Hoddinott
What a day! Blue skies, a blue sea and, of course, friendly, 
expert advice from Ross. Four of us made the trip 
Our initial location was Godrevy where we photographed the 
lighthouse in its setting of sea, waves and rocks. There was 
plenty of opportunity for “Big Stopper” long exposure shots. 
Ross gave us a tutorial 
on shooting and putting 
together a panorama or 
using focus stacking.
Coffee and cake of 
course and then on to 
Porth Nanven (the 
dinosaur egg beach) to 
take a variety of images 
of the eggs and the 
“bubblegum” rock with 
the Brisons in the 
background. 
A quick stop in St Just 
to pick up a pasty then 
on to Logan Rock for a 
late picnic lunch and 
some more photos. We 
must have been farmers 
in a former life because 
there were grumbles about the weather being too sunny and 
the sea too calm!
The last location of the day was at Botallack to catch the last 
of the evening light falling across the mine buildings.
An excellent and enjoyable day – good company, superb 
tuition and, hopefully, some good images. David B

� �1

Platform Meeting 

The next meeting is on the 
18th April 2019 at 2pm 
Theme: Alternative signs of 
Spring and images from the 
Owl sanctuary 
Activity: looking at 
photographs by Joe Cornish 

Field Trips 

• 25th April 2019 to 
Menacuddle Woods 

• 23rd May to Tintagel 
• 20th June to Pinetum 

West Cornwall 
Locations 

Grid references for car parks:- 
Godrevy - SW584422 
Porth Nanven - SW356308 
Logan Rock - SW394229 
Botallack - SW364333 

IN FOCUS 
 Newsletter of the Lostwithiel U3A Photography Group

By David B
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The Screech Owl Wildlife 
Park Field trip on 28th 
March 
Eight members of the group plus one sherpa went on this 
trip, we were blessed with warm sunny weather and 
relatively little wind which meant the flying displays took 
place outdoors. 

First we spent time in the close encounters area where not 
only could we take close-up shots, but were able to stroke 
some of the owls. We then had a display of flying by two of 
the owls,  later we saw three owls (one in training). 
We also saw emus, meerkats, goats, alpacas, donkeys, 
geese and ponies. One member of the group took nearly 900 
photos, as the owls always managed to turn their heads at 
the wrong moment. 
The talks were very informative, we learnt that the male owls 
upper eyelids change colour in the breeding season to attract 
a female and the third eyelid moves across the eye similar to 
a windscreen washer. Owls eat whole chicks etc to ensure 
they take in enough liquid as they are unable to drink. If an 
owl is able to be petted, it will not be part of the  flying display 

as the two skills are 
incompatible. Only 
barn owls tweet 
twoo…, if it is 
persistent calling it 
is a male trying to 
attract a female. 
We had an 
enjoyable time at 
the sanctuary 
learning much and 
taking many photos. 

Marion
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Workshops 

• The Somerset Levels with 
Victoria Hillman on Monday 
20th May 2019 is fully 
booked. 

• North Devon Coast with 
Adam Burton on Monday 
10th June 2019 fully booked 

• Exmoor with Ross Hoddinott 
on  Friday 4th October has 
one place available. 

Please contact Lindsay if you 
would like to fill a vacancy on 
a workshop or be a reserve. 

A reserve has first refusal if a 
workshop place becomes 
available, but doesn’t need to 
keep the date free. 

RPS Group 

Some of us are working 
together to gain a RPS 
licentiate or associate 
distinction. This means creating 
a panel of images.  

We meet on the the second 
Monday of a month in the 
Platform to share pictures. 

The next meeting is on 
Monday 13th May at 6pm 
just come along and see what 
it’s all about. 

By Marion
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Photographers who inspire 
us - Joe Cornish 
Last month we explored a master of landscape photography, 
Ansel Adams. In April our focus will be on the modern 
landscape photographer, Joe Cornish. 
His website states…After over thirty years as a working 
photographer Joe's love of and enthusiasm for photography 
remain undimmed. "Every day out with the camera is a good 
day, especially if it involves a spot of walking." Joe says, 
emphasising that passion for the landscape is integral to his 
photography. He adds, "Understanding the links between 
fieldwork, light, composition and how that can best be served 
by suitable post-production and interpretation is where the 
process becomes an art." 
Please send a favourite Joe Cornish image to me: 
stephaniemthomas@btinternet.com by the 17th April.

Music and Photography in 
Harmony 
Ever considered reportage as part of your photographic 
experience?  Here’s your opportunity:  Wadebridge Choral 
Society is performing a concert at Wadebridge School on 
Saturday 27 April at 7.30pm.  This is the Choir’s major 
concert of the year;  there will be 60+ singers in the Choir, an 
orchestra of 30 players and two soloists. 

You would need to come to the school in the afternoon, when 
we shall be rehearsing, to see the set-up and discuss angles 
with me, then come again in the evening.  We may need a 
‘formal’ shot of the Choir in uniform to be taken at 7pm (to be 
confirmed), then a couple of shots to be taken during the 
performance for the press.  The shot attached is the sort of 
thing we need.  The results would be published in the Cornish 
Guardian, the North Cornwall Advertiser and on the Choir’s 
Facebook page. 
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Competition Time 

Lostwithiel Museum 
http://
www.lostwithielmuseum.org/
2019-photography-competition  
Runs to  27th July 2019 so no 
rush. 

Top Tips 

To maximise file quality and tonal 
information expose to the Right 
(ETTR), this requires you to 
expose a scene so that the 
Histogram is pushed up as close 
to the right as possible without 
clipping - that is a white line 
running up the extreme right-
hand edge of the Histogram.  

The Landscape Photography 
Workshop - Ross Hoddinott and 
Mark Bauer 

http://www.lostwithielmuseum.org/2019-photography-competition
http://www.lostwithielmuseum.org/2019-photography-competition
http://www.lostwithielmuseum.org/2019-photography-competition
mailto:stephaniemthomas@btinternet.com
http://www.lostwithielmuseum.org/2019-photography-competition
http://www.lostwithielmuseum.org/2019-photography-competition
http://www.lostwithielmuseum.org/2019-photography-competition
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I’m sure you will enjoy the experience, especially if you 
enjoy ‘classical’ music.  The programme comprises just one 
work, Brahms’ German Requiem, which has some glorious 
music.
If you are interested, please contact George Dale by 
email: gdale333@btinternet.com

Needs and Talents: Self-
help Training 
The various SHT’s (Self-Help Training) groups continue to 
inform & entertain!
By now, these have involved an increasing number in our 
Group. However, I’m also conscious that there are still 
more “needs” to be addressed and therefore reflected them 
in my responses when completing Lindsay’s timely and 
thought-provoking “future activities” questionnaire. I’m also 
looking at the possibility of expanding specific formal 
training opportunities- depending on the outcome of the 
questionnaire due to be discussed at the April Platform 
meeting.
Look out for next month’s issue, when I plan to include 
some feedback from several “trainers” as the SHT’s are, of 
course, a two-way street & have to work for all parties!
David P

What happened at the 
Platform meeting on 21st 
March 
14 group members came to the March Platform meeting.
Nick shared the winners of the regional final of the Rotary 
Club’s Young Photographer competition with us. It was 
pleasing to see that one of the photographers we liked had 
done well.

Lindsay reminded us of the Google survey we are asked to 
complete to help inform the next stage in our group’s 
evolution.

It was agreed that the Panel/RPS group meetings would be 
at longer intervals, so the next meeting will be on Monday 
13th May.

Jane said, “The recent survey set me thinking about the 
fact that a lot of events, which produce different/unusual 
photographic opportunities, occur on days other than a 
Thursday. Developing this thought I've listed some local 
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Needs and Talent: 
self-help group 

David’s contact detail: 
davidgplatt50@gmail.com 

Link to survey 

https://forms.gle/ANETCandPSG9nJAj7

mailto:davidgplatt50@gmail.com
mailto:gdale333@btinternet.com
mailto:davidgplatt50@gmail.com
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events which may be of interest to the group. Some will 
provide the opportunity to try different settings to capture 

actions shots etc.  Possibly others will have favourite 
events which could be added so that there is a list of 
interesting opportunities.available to all of us.”

The complete selection table will be placed on the website 
as a reference for us all.

Lastly we looked at favourite Ansel Adams photographs 
and ended with sharing our efforts of street photography in 
Truro and more exotic locations.

The earliest surviving 
photograph of Lostwithiel  

Dated 1860/61 - an 
albumen print (approx. 
3”x 3”), showing Duchy 
Palace, Lostwithiel. This 
crudely trimmed print, 
available to view in the 
museum, was 
“Photographed by White 
and Hawken, 
Lostwithiel”. 
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Spot the deliberate 
mistake 

No prizes just satisfaction of 
being an eagle eye! 

Lostwithiel museum 

For those living in or visiting 
Lostwithiel the Museum 
window display this month 
presents a brief history of 
photography and covers the 
earliest recorded 
photographer in Lostwithiel 
dating from 1860. Well worth a 
look - particularly for the fine 
display of old cameras, many 
from the collection of Peter 
Bland, FRPS. 

A selection of local events with 
photographic opportunities

6th and 7th 
April

Cornwall Garden Society Spring Show 
- Royal Cornwall Show ground, 
Wadebridge

27th April Camborne Trevithick Day

!st May Padstow May Day

8th May Helston Flora Day

12th May Horse Trials, Lanhydrock House
Grass Track Racing, Roche

20th May Lostfest, Lostwithiel

24th-27th May Bude & Stratton Folk Festival

24th May - 2nd 
June

Fal River Festival

By David B
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