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Jenny's photographic 
journey... 

M y photographic journey started at the age of 5 when I 
was given a Kodak Brownie 127. Even at that age I 
had a passion for plants and wildlife and artistic 

thoughts way beyond the capabilities of the camera – my first 
photos were a blurred vision of “in the grasses”. Our 
bathroom became the dark room and my father showed me 
the wonders of processing our own black and white pictures.

From then onwards, on most special occasions and holidays a 
camera accompanied me, over the years either acquiring 
hand-me-downs or occasionally a present of a new one. Like 
most people, my photography was a record of our lives. Prints 
became coloured, then 2inch square slides followed by many 
years of 35mm slides. Each photograph was thought about 
very carefully 
because of 
the cost of 
films and 
processing. 
This did 
make me 
observe my 
subject in 
depth in 
order to get 
the best from 
it, particularly once I started giving illustrated botanical and 
wildlife lectures.

Then came digital! How it transformed my ability to capture 
so much more wildlife. After joining the Photographic group 
as one of the founding members, I was inspired by Peter 
Bland to buy a Nikon 5100 and most importantly a Macro 
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Hello and 
welcome… 

to the last edition of In 
Focus. 

The website is now so versatile 
and informative, able to 
display so many of our 
amazingly diverse 
photographs, that the 
newsletter is no longer 
needed. 

A big thank you to everyone 
who has responded to my 
nagging, (or should I say 
gentle encouragement) and 
written illustrated reports on a 
huge variety of photographic 
activities and interests.  

Remember the website will 
still need you! 

Zoom Photography 
Extra Meeting 

Monday 5th October at 
5.00pm 
Jenni and Sue will talk about 
photographers who have 
inspired them. 
Do join us for an entertaining 
hour of uplifting photographic 
ideas, 
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lens. I had been hoping to attend Victoria Hillman’s workshop 
this year for I think my basic approach to taking flora and 
fauna in their natural habitat is similar, "creating very little 
disturbance in order to bring out the beauty and wonder of 
the subjects." I read another comment that “by focusing on 
your passions you will bring insight and commitment to your 

photography that will show in your pictures”. This means I do 
try to get the image how I want it in camera so that there is 
the minimum of post-production afterwards. Of course it 
doesn’t stop me learning new techniques, often with the 
inspiration from our professional courses and the help from 
our friendly group members. (Shoo-fly flower taken at RHS 
Rosemoor with Ross, 87 photos later one good picture of the 
Hummingbird Hawkmoth)

Summing up, whenever I am out I am always looking for an 
interesting or different take, not just on wildlife but on the 
wider landscape whether it might be some unusual 
architecture, patterns of fields or the effects of weather etc. 

(Seven Sisters seen from Birling Gap - above) Photography is 
an art that for me will be a pleasurable challenge and hobby 
for the rest of my life.

Words and pictures by Jenny E
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Zoom Platform 
Meeting 

The next Platform meeting is on 
Thursday 15th October at 
2.00pm 

Theme for our photographs is 
Coastal 

Jasmina will chair 

Field Trips 

Forthcoming trips are:  

• Thursday 22nd October to 
Cardinham Woods led by 
Jenny E 

• Thursday 26th November 
Christmas visit to a NT property 
- TBA 

And a quote to end.. 

Ansel Adams, the father of 
modern landscape photography 
said, “Photography, as a 
powerful medium of expression 
and communications, offers an 
infinite variety of perception, 
interpretation and execution.” 
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